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AbslnmS-The Y&k a8b ester DT fi-jaraxasterd has ti is&a)& in %+:A y&3 Erom Yne btiwo& d 
Ficus bengalensis. The flavonols of the leaves have heen identified as quercetin 3-galactoside and rutin. 

Plant. Ficus bengalensis L.‘-Moraceae. 
Source. Pondicherry. 
&es. &&&&a< ,’ -,1 ntiXima< P 
Previous work. On bark;s* 6 on sister species.‘* ’ 
Present work. Heartwood and leaves. 
Heartwood. The material coarsely powdered extracted with hot C6H6, Me,CO and EtOH 

in succession. 
C,& extract. *-I-raraxasteryj ester. 7 C3SH5802, m.p. 236-238”, {a]: + 38.5” (CHCl,). 

1.r. bands (KBr pellet) at 2940,1730,1455,1375,1245,1025,980,873 and 655 cm-‘. Alkaline 
hydrolysis (C&I6 medium) gave #-taraxasteroP (m.p. 215-216”, {QZ]$ i 48@, acetyl, m.p. 
240-242”, [cY]~* + 53*2”, benzoate, m.p. 270-274”) and tiglic acid* (m.p. and mixed m.p. 
62-64”, colour reactions and co-chromatography with authentic sample obtained from 
croton oil). The kerpeno~ct &us identitfiedr as t-he t&c acid ester of $&iraxasWo1. ,$-Wu- 
sterol (column chromatography over alumina of the waxy residue after separation of the 
ester, colour reactions, m.p. and mixed m.p.). 

Acetone ex2racI. Ilark-coloured fuzoco~mtins7 and a \i%%\e mole of the ester (tOta\ 
yield, 0.4 %). 

EttOR extract. No crysta1Yine component. 
Lteaves. Fresh \en&ex \eaues mine& in a Wating ‘o\enber wi’rk 7op/, tic. an& extracted 

thrice. Concentrate treated with CaH6, Et20 and EtOAc. C6H6 and Et,0 did not yield any 
cryst&ime Wm_Doun&. %&kc ex~r~~~_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~n~~~~v~~~es’~~~~~~~i\ as gueW&X 
3-galactoside (major) and rutin (minor) (m.p. and mixed m.p., Rf, co-chromatography and 
acid hydrolysis). 

Comment. An ester of #-taraxasterol had been earlier isolated from the leaves of F. carica’ 
and the acid provisionally identified as tiglic acid. The identity offhe ester now isolated from 
F. belrgalensis as -the G&z u&A ester & $X-&SXXZ&~K~ is by& on a direct C~Z&KKI OE the 
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acid with tiglic acid. Chemical and physical data, including i.r. absorption bands, for both 
compounds are the same. It is quite likely that ficoceryl alcohol* (m.p. 198”) and ficocerylic 
acid* (m.p. 57”) isolated (after hydrolysis) from F. ceriflua are impure samples of +taraxa- 
sterol and tiglic acid present as the ester in the plant. The leaves of F. carica’ contained only 
rutin while it is minor in F. bengalensis, the major pigment being quercetin 3-galactoside. 
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